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BEVERIDGE FAMILY FOUNDATION PARTNERS WITH 
HUMAN SERVICE FORUM TO PROMOTE 
ALTERNATIVE FUNDING FOR NON-PROFITS  
 

Two long time staples in the human service field have come together on an initiative 
that will help build capacity and promote long term health of the human service 
community in Western MA.  

 
WHO: 
The Beveridge Family Foundation, Inc. was founded as a trust in 1947 by Frank 
Stanley Beveridge, a local business man and philanthropist. The Foundation's first 
endeavor was to support financially The Stanley Park of Westfield, Inc. Today, the 
Foundation provides grant support for a variety of charitable causes specific to 
Western Massachusetts. The Human Service Forum was founded in 1986 as an 
organization that would encourage networking between the wide array of human service 
providers as well as state agencies and that would provide training opportunities around 
trending topics in the human service field. Today, with over 100 member organizations 
across Western MA, HSF continues to function as a “chamber of commerce” for human 
service organizations. 
 
WHAT:  
Ward Caswell, the Executive Director of the Foundation and great-grandson of Mr. 
Beveridge, joined HSF in the fall of 2017 after seeing the expanding funding 
challenges of many of the Foundation’s grantees. “Non-profits consistently lack 
sufficient funding to meet the demands of the community and are likely to face 
significant difficulty in maintaining even these inadequate levels from government and 
traditional development sources. In our decades of work, we have listened carefully to  
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those who have found success in diversifying their funding sources. Now, with HSF, 
we are bringing in national leaders with experience in successfully training non-profits 
in these alternative funding strategies.” In collaboration with Becca Coolong, 
executive director of HSF, the Alternative Funding Series was formed. An 
informational breakfast event was co-hosted in June of 2018 for 200 attendees 
representing over 100 different organizations.  
 
Fall of 2018 marks the launch of the Alternative Funding Series and brings three 
nationally recognized expert trainers to western Massachusetts. This three part series 
allows the flexibility to sign up for all workshops or individual workshops. Each 
workshop represents a different alternative funding model. Through this series, HSF 
will work with participants to find a model that they believe will work for their 
organization and to sign up with a cohort run by the trainers to support an extended 
process of learning, planning, and successful implementation. Several area funders 
including the Beveridge Family Foundation and the Community Foundation of 
Western MA have expressed interest in supporting organizations in their participation 
in cohorts. There is a place for all organizations at these events from those just 
looking for information to those looking for implementation.  
 
The three workshops are as follows: 
 
Workshop 1: Increasing Philanthropic Revenues by Endowing Projects  
 Presenter: Chuck Gordon, New Kensington Group 
 When: September 27, 2018, 9:00am-3:30pm 
 Where: The Log Cabin, 500 Easthampton Road, Holyoke, MA 
 
Workshop 2: Cost-Savings for Nonprofit Organizations 
 Presenter: Alyssa Wright, Wright Consulting Group 
 When: October 24, 2018, 9:00am-3:30pm 
 Where: The Log Cabin, 500 Easthampton Road, Holyoke, MA 
 
Workshop 3: Building Organizational Capacity Through Volunteer Engagement 
 Presenter: VQ Volunteer Strategies 
 When: November 16, 2018, 9:00am-3:30pm 
 Where: The Delaney House, 3 Country Club Road, Holyoke, MA 

  
 

HOW:  
Pre-registration is required for the workshops through the HSF website at 
www.humanserviceforum.org or through the event link at https://conta.cc/2MwJVSB. 
Sign up for one workshop or the whole series. Both Member and General Public pricing 
is available. 

 
 
 
 

– more – 

http://www.humanserviceforum.org/
https://conta.cc/2MwJVSB


 
WHY: 
Over time, there has been a general decrease in the funds available through traditional 
funding sources for human service organizations and other non-profits. The partnership 
between the Beveridge Family Foundation and HSF was established to support efforts 
towards organizational sustainability.  
 
The alternative funding workshops and cohorts are designed for leaders within non-
profit organizations who will manage significant change throughout their organizations. 
These individuals may be Executive Directors but are also more likely second-tier 
managers who will have sufficient time, energy, and authority to work across all 
constituents to build consensus, develop policy, and design and execute procedures. 
Attendance is recommended for teams, with members representing major facets of the 
organization. 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: Becca Coolong, Executive Director, Human 
Service Forum, (413) 693-0214  
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